MOSLEM SCHISMS AND SECTS
He divides his work into five parts :

Part one deals with the tradition already mentioned.

Part two, in two chapters, gives a brief treatment of the
manner in which the community came to- be divided into
72 sects, and a very brief statement of the views of the most
important sects.

Part three takes up in eight chapters the opinions of the
unorthodox sects, and gives an explanation of the heresy
of each.

Part four deals in seventeen short chapters with the sects
originating in Islam, but not now found in it.

Part five takes up in five chapters the one orthodox sect.

The beginning of his book, which gives a clear summary
of the various sects, short historical sketches, and a certain
amount of traditional instances, is quite acceptable reading.
When, however, he comes to treat of the philosophical quib-
blings of many of the sects, he becomes rather hopelessly
involved. We cannot, however, give Baghdad! all the
blame, for doubtless the apparent senselessness of these
quibblings arose with the men whose views he is vainly
trying to give us. Whatever the cause, there are undoubt-
edly times when we are tempted to> quote the Arab poet,
who, when asked to explain the meaning of some of his
poetry, answered: " When those verses were written, two
persons understood them, Allah and I; now only one per-
son understands them, Allah."

In conclusion, it may be rather interesting to compare
the different attitudes and methods of the three men who
have given us the fullest accounts of the 73 Mohammedan
sects. We do not include Shuhfur ibn-Tahir, because his
work so closely resembles that of Baghdad! that it is thought
by some to be a resume of the latter's.
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